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Stanton's pen on the 22d of November, without waiting
for the final vote on TrambnU's bill, and Wilson himself
voted for the bill.

In the House, Thaddeus Stevens introduced a bill to
indemnify the President and all persons acting under his
authority for arrests and imprisonments previously made.
This was passed under the previous question, December 8,
unfairly and without debate.

When Congress reassembled in December, Trumbull
called up the House bill and offered a substitute for it. He
held that under the Constitution Congress must author-
ize and regulate the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus.
He would not, however, limit the exercise of the executive
power to the time of meeting of the next Congress, as the
House bill provided. His substitute proposed that the
suspension of the writ should be left to the discretion of
the President as to time and place during the continuance
of the rebellion, but that political prisoners should not
be held indefinitely without knowing the charges against
them. The second section provided that lists of all pris-
oners of this class in the loyal states should be furnished,
within twenty days, to the courts of the respective dis-
tricts and laid before the grand juries with a statement of
the charges against them, and if no indictments should be
found against them during that term of court they should
be discharged upon taking an oath of allegiance to the
United States, and (if required by the judge) giving a
bond for good behavior. Future arrests for political
offenses were to be regulated in like manner. Collamer
moved to strike out the second section, but failed by
two votes.

Republican resistance to this measure now ceased and
the r61e of opposition was taken up by the Democrats.
Powell, of Kentucky, contended that the power to sus-ed by a vote
